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SECTION 1 – LEMONT PARK DISTRICT OVERVIEW 

  

1-1 ABOUT THE LEMONT PARK DISTICT  
 

Lemont Population:  17,750 approx. 

Median Age: 38.3 

Median Household income: $88,099 

Area: 8.18 sq. miles 

Counties served:  Cook, Will and DuPage 

Number of Parks: 21 

Number of Full Time Staff: 22 

Number of Part Time Staff: 110-200 depending on the season 
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1-2 LEMONT PARK DISTRICT MISSION, VISION, VALUES 
 

The Mission of the Lemont Park District is to provide the very best parks and recreation 

experiences to the community while being safe and fiscally responsible. 

                                                                  

The Lemont Park District strives to be collaborative, proactive, and progressive in serving our 

community. 

 

Lemont Park District VALUES – Valued Community, Accountability and Fiscal Responsibility, 

Lasting Partnerships, Ultimate Guest Services, Exceptional Communication and Safety First. 

 

The District’s parks and other facilities provide quality open space and recreation opportunities 

for all the District residents, and the Board will work diligently to maintain the availability of the 

District’s parks, other facilities, and programs for generations to come.  The Board strives to 

provide an excellent parks and recreation system that is deeply integrated into Lemont 

community living experience.  The Board believes that the system is a major contributor to the 

enhanced quality of life that exists in Lemont.  The Board values and respects the history of 

Lemont and of the District, the District’s civic involvement, and the District’s proactive 

vision.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                        

The Board believes that one key to maintaining an excellent parks and recreation system is to 

sustain partnerships with other agencies throughout the community who can contribute to the 

services provided by the District.  These valuable partnerships may be with agencies within the 

District’s boundaries or outside of them. The Board is committed to our partnerships. 

 

In striving for excellence, the District is committed to: 

  

Exceptional & Effective Communication: The Board may be attentive to the District’s residence 

by routinely soliciting public feedback and by welcoming ideas and advice.  The Board’s processes 

and procedures will facilitate and reflect open and effective communication. 

 

Inclusion:  The Board recognizes the community’s diverse population and may strive to provide 

parks and recreation opportunities to all, regardless of some economic means, disabilities, or other 

challenges.  

 

Funding Opportunities:  The Board will aggressively pursue economic stability through sound 

fiscal management and efficient use of resources. 

Lasting Partnerships:  The Board is committed to working effectively with others, establishing and 

strengthening bonds with the governmental agencies as well as other community organizations 

and user groups, for the betterment of the community. 

 

Guest Service and Professional Conduct:  The Board, and staff, will demonstrate the highest 

standards of ethical conduct, treating everyone with courtesy and respect and recognizing diverse 

opinions and needs.  The Board should listen carefully and will respond to questions in a prompt 

and respectful manner. 
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Planning:  The Board shall design long-term strategies and set measurable goals while proactively 

seeking positive solutions to problems and challenges.  

 

Evaluation:  The Board may maintain an on-going process of evaluating its performance and 

effectiveness and will measure the success of implemented policies and strategies.  

 

Safety:  The Board will actively implement sound safety practices in our facilities and in all aspects 

of the work of the District, striving to provide a safe environment for users and employees of the 

parks system. 
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1-3 LEMONT PARK DISTRICT ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
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1-4 LEMONT PARK DISTRICT HISTORY 
 

In 1963, The Lemont Township Park District originated as an idea which was formed by Township 

Supervisor, Lewis N. Ruppert during his first year in office. In his first year, he received many 

inquiries from township residents regarding recreational facilities. He realized as Township 

Supervisor he could not legally do anything to satisfy the recreational needs and requirements of 

the citizens. So, he proactively suggested to them that the Township needed a Park District. 
 

In the fall of 1965, Mr. Lewis Ruppert enlisted the help of the Lemont Jaycees to take a sample 

poll of the community as to whether the voters favored the formation of a Park District. The poll 

included approximately 500 participants and showed 75% in favor and 25% against. With the 

majority in favor, Mr. Ruppert contacted the Township attorney, Mr. Edward Sager, who agreed 

to do all the necessary legal work to file a petition requesting an election for voter approval. 

Attorney Sager agreed to do so and at no charge. 
 

On November 15, 1965, Attorney Sager and Township Supervisor Ruppert, filed a petition to 

submit to the legal voters of Lemont Township to form a General Park District under the Park 

District Code in the Township of Lemont. The hearing upon this petition was set for the 25th day 

of January 1966, at 11:00 a.m. 

                                                                

On January 25th 1966, Attorney Sager and Township Supervisor Ruppert and Mr. Pete Kluga 

appeared before Judge Thaddeus V. Adesko. At this hearing, Judge Adesko set the election date 

for voter approvals as the 16th day of April 1966, from 12 noon to 6 p.m. There were three polling 

places: Lemont Township High School, Bloom’s Service Station and the Meyer Residence. Each 

owner of the above polling places donated their facilities for the election. 

 

Election Judges, all of whom served free of charge, were recruited and served as follows: 
 

Lemont Township High School:  

Maryann Sniegowski   

James Madsen    

Donald Weber   

Philip Seiler    

James J. Lynch 

   

Bloom’s Service Station: 

Pete Kluga 

Owen Cluts 

Harry Kersey 

Richard Novak 

Eugene Latz 
 

Meyer Residence: 

Geraldine Lesnieski 

Thomas Kilarski 

Victor Splitt 

Lewis N. Rupert 

Anthony Baricovich 
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The total cost of filing a petition, printing ballots, etc., totaled $31.00. This amount was 

appropriated and paid by the Lemont Chamber of Commerce. This low cost was possible only 

because of the many good citizens of our community who donated their time and services. 

 

The election to determine whether to form a Park District and to elect five commissioners was 

approved was on April 16, 1966. 196 residents voted “yes” and 152 residents voted “no.” The 

following candidates were on the ballot and received votes as listed: 

 

Rudy Gotlund  215 

Ron Weber  211 

Norb Lesnieski 200 

Norb Kluga  184 

Phil Smith  179 

Peter Abromaitis 119 

                                                                

At its first meeting Lemont Township Park District’s board elected officers as follows:  

President  Ron Weber 

Vice-President  Rudy Gotlund  

Secretary-Treasurer Norb Lesnieski 

 

The first program to provide recreation for the community was a summer program for children and 

teenagers in the township. It ran five days a week for eight weeks and included a variety of sports-

based activities. However, the first really big step forward was taken in 1970 when the Park District 

purchased 35 acres of land on 127th Street to develop a major recreational facility. This park was 

named Centennial Park early in 1973. This same year approximately two and a half acres of land 

was purchased on 123rd Street (McCarthy Road) and is now the site of Northview Park. 

 

A comprehensive master plan was prepared by the Park District board in 1973. The plan called for 

the formal development of a swimming pool and other recreation facilities. The board organized a 

$750,000 bond issue to develop a small community center and an outdoor pool at Centennial Park. 

The bond issue passed in April 1974. 

Mr. Robert A. Porter was hired as Director of Parks and Recreation in July of 1975. The Park 

District acquired the Virginia Reed playground and the Teen Club (Witkoski Center, named for 

Harry & Clarice Witkowski) in 1978. The Park District built a maintenance barn, a lighted ball 

field and tennis courts in 1979. 

 

The Park District was recognized in 1988 as being the number one Park District in the nation for 

program services and public participation. The community started to grow in 1988 causing 

pressure to expand park services. Numerous park sites were provided through the Village’s 

land/cash ordinance requiring developers to donate land or cash to provide expanded park and 

school facilities to the expanded population. The Park District initiated an aggressive annexation 

plan in 1988. It annexed large industrial areas in Will and DuPage counties. This new tax base, the 

retirement of the 1974 community center bond issue, and an intergovernmental agreement with 

the Lemont Township allowed for the development of the Centennial Community Center 24,000 

square-foot expansion. The Center opened its doors in February 1992. It was completed without a 

tax increase to the Park District residents. The expanded recreation center included a gym, fitness 
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center, eight meeting rooms, craft center, senior citizen center, racquetball courts and offices for 

both the Park District and Township governments. 

 

The Park District changed its legal name to the “Lemont Park District” in 1988 due to its expansion 

into neighboring counties. The Park District acquired and developed over ten parks between 1985 

-1995. The Park District board decided neighborhood parks were a high priority with Lemont’s 

growing population. The Virginia Reed Park was named the best designed park in Illinois in 1990 

and was selected for the Governor’s Hometown Award in 1991. Centennial Park Community 

Center was selected as the best Illinois Recreation Center for 1992 by the Illinois Park & 

Recreation Association. 

                                                               

Progress and growth throughout the Park District continued through the first decade of the new 

millennium. In 2008 a complete renovation of the outdoor pool was completed. In 2009 the tennis 

courts were resurfaced; upgrading the courts allowed for safer, more enjoyable games. Also, at 

Centennial Park, the front parking lot restoration took place filling in the unutilized driveway on 

the east side of the Community Center with a grassy lawn that is level with the building resulting 

in a safe and inviting environment.  

 

A referendum was passed in 2007 to enable the construction of a 70,000 square-foot Fitness & 

Aquatic Complex. Upon the passing of the referendum, design of the new facility began. Part of 

the plan was to build the new complex around the existing Lesnieski Community Center linking 

the history to the future of the Park District. Construction began in the summer of 2007 and The 

Lemont Park District CORE Fitness & Aquatic Complex opened on December 20, 2009. The 

CORE is home to a state-of-the-art fitness facility which houses over 100 pieces of the most 

innovative fitness equipment and free weights available. Adjacent to the equipment and free-

weight rooms is an open area for stretching, warming up and cooling down. The indoor 6-lane 

pool at The CORE measures nearly 8,000 square feet plays host to lap swim, water aerobics, swim 

meets, open swim and a variety of other Park District aquatic events. The CORE’s 3-court 

Gymnasium spans over 21,000 square feet maximizing Court Time for all. “Open Gym” as well 

as an array of other events take place here every week. Encompassing the entire Gym is a 

remarkable elevated indoor track. Extending a 10th of a mile around, it allows ample room for all 

runners and walkers year-round. Three deluxe workout Studios and a multipurpose room also sit 

inside The CORE. The new facility was immediately embraced by the community and by January 

20, 2010, just one month after opening, The CORE had over 1,000 members! Currently, CORE 

Memberships continue to climb along with Youth and Student “Open Gym and Swim” Pass 

holders at The CORE.  

  

The Lemont Park District operates over 500 recreation programs and special events annually. The 

Park District headquarters is no referred to Centennial Campus and is located at 16028 127th Street 

in Lemont, IL. The Campus, measuring over 1,700,000 square feet in its entirety is home to three 

buildings operated by the Park District—Centennial Community Center, The Lemont Park District 

CORE Fitness & Aquatic Complex, and the Maintenance Facility. Centennial Campus includes 

the following outdoor amenities: Outdoor Pool with Spray and Water Park Amenities, Picnic 

Pavilion, Shade-Covered Picnic Pad, five lit Baseball-Softball Fields, one ADA-Compliant 

Rubber-Surfaced Baseball Field, three Basketball Courts, three Tennis Courts, ”Rock Pit" Skate 

Park, five Soccer Fields, and outdoor Walking Path (1.14 miles or 6,020 ft.), two Fully Accessible 
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Shaded Picnic Groves, The Grove - 40" Open Space Nature Area, the Lemont Jr. Women's Club 

(LJWC) Playground. Centennial Community Center the following indoor amenities: six 

Classrooms, two Racquetball Courts, two Multi-purpose Rooms, Locker Rooms for the outdoor 

Pool, Concessions, and six offices. Centennial Campus hosts approximately 250,000 visitors per 

year. The past Park District Board Members are: 
 

Ronald Weber   1966-1967 

Rudolph Gotlund  1966-1977 

Philip Smith   1966-1978 

Morris Reinke   1967-1981 

William Gwodz  1978-1985 

Joseph Pociask  1987-1993 

Norbert Lesnieski  1966-2002 

William Keenan  1977-2005 

Norbert Kluga   1985-1991 

David Garvey   1985-2003 

James Lesnieski  1991-2003 

Wayne Molitor  1993-2005 

Kathy Joiner   2002-2003 

Daniel Ganzer   2003-2007 

Nancy Uher   2005-2007 

Amy Kramer   2003-2009 

Daniel Lipowski  2003-2009 

Michael Colaizzi  2007- 2013 

Jack Williams   2007- 2013 

Patrick Sexton   2005-2014 

James Davoren  2009-2016 

John Diorio   2009-2018 

Peter Korbakes  2013-2019 

Brian Pepich   2012-2022 

 

Current Board Members:     

Bill McAdam: Appointed in 2014, elected in 2015, re-elected in 2017, term expires in 2023 

Julie Mescher: Appointed in 2017, elected in 2019, re-elected in 2021, term expires in 2027 

Michael Scarlati: Elected in 2019, term expires in 2025 

Leland Wagner: Appointed in 2016, elected in 2017, re-elected in 2021, term expires in 2027 

 

Current Parks: 

Abbey Oaks  Amberwood   Ashbury Woods  Bambrick 

Briarcliffe  Brown    Carriage   Centennial 

Connemara  Covington Knolls  Covington North  Derby  

Hilltop   Jaycee    Kensington   Legion 

Lions   Mayfair    Northview                 

Rolling Meadows Virginia Reed  
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1-5 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
 

PROPERTY TAXES AND ASSESSED VALUATION 

 

The Lemont Park District, like most agencies across the State of Illinois continues to be negatively impacted 

by the struggling economy, expected to last for several more years. Property taxes represent an average of 

just over 50 percent of the District’s revenue budget annually. 

 

Prior to 2010, the annual assessed valuation of the District averaged an increase of 11%. Below is the 

fluctuation over the past ten years.  

 

Tax Year Equalized Assessed Valuation % Growth 

2009 1,064,762,325 2% 

2010 1,058,250,109 -1% 

2011 897,792,039 -15% 

2012 833,266,884 -7% 

2013 787,960,486 -5% 

2014 771,147,403 -2% 

2015 764,660,422 -1% 

2016 811,154,582 6% 

2017 972,780,454 17% 

2018 951,997,386 -2% 

2019 959,711,551 1% 

2020 1,082,217,104 13% 

 
 

FUND STRUCTURE 

 

The District’s operating fund structure is comprised of eleven (11) funds. Based on the 2022 appropriation, 

the fund expenses are divided as follows: 

 

Corporate Fund: 23.67% of total 

 (includes IMRF, audit, liability and Social Security) 

Special Revenue Funds 

Recreation Fund: 38.469% 

 Museum Fund: 0.02% of total 

Special Recreation Fund: 5.46% 

Debt Service Fund: 28.54% of total 

Capital Fund:  3.85% 
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SECTION 2 –  RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS OF A 

COMMISSIONER 

 

2-1 BEING A LEMONT PARK DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 

 
The District is governed by a Board of Commissioners comprised of five elected members, each 

of whom serves a six-year term. The members of the Board shall serve without salary or other 

compensation except reimbursement of expenses as provided in this Manual. The Board functions 

under the authority of the Illinois Park District Code, 65 ILCS 1205/1-1 et seq. and within the 

framework of applicable State of Illinois and federal laws. The regular meetings of the Board are 

held on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at Safety Village, 55 Stephen St., Lemont, 

IL 60439, except as otherwise posted by the Board in accordance with the Illinois Open Meetings 

Act. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Board President or requested by any other 

board member acting as Committee chairperson.  Notice of such meetings stating the time and 

place of the meeting and the agenda for the meeting shall be provided to Board members and shall 

be delivered and posted as required by the Illinois Open Meeting Act. 
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2-2 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF PARK 

COMMISSIONERS  
  

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS as noted in the 

current District Governance Policy Manual: 

 

2-1          POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD THE PARK COMMISSIONERS   

 
The duty of the Board of Park Commissioners, hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “Board”, 

is to approve the basic policy for the operation, control, improvement and planning, future and 

present, of the park and recreation facilities and activities within the park district.  Specifically 

included in the above are the following: 

  

A. To hire and evaluate an Executive Director of Parks & Recreation as its chief 

administrative officer and professional advisor, and delegate to him the authority and 

responsibility to execute its policies; enforce its rules and regulations and administrate 

its areas, facilities, leadership, programs, and services in the best interest of enhancing 

the leisure pursuits of the community. 

 

Commissioners should avoid becoming involved with the day to day operation of the 

park district, nor in the administrative functions that have been designated to the 

director and his/her staff. 

 

Relationship with the Executive Director 

 

The Board shall communicate its direction to the Executive Director through the 

President of the Board.  Commissioners shall have access to the Executive Director for 

common matters and informing him/her of community interests related to the district 

of the constituents.  In matters related to policy, governance or non-common matters at 

hand, while a Commissioner shall inform the Executive Director of such an issue, the 

Commissioner shall not delegate or give formal direction to the Executive Director 

without discussion, consensus and communication of such a formal matter directly 

through the President of the Board.   

 

The Board and Executive Director shall at all times maintain a professional and civil 

relationship with each other and the Director shall provide direction and feedback as 

requested.  Employees in the district, beyond the Executive Director, shall be 

supervised and directed by the Executive Director and not by any individual Board 

Member.  Areas of concerns, issues and direction desired in a particular area shall be 

communicated to the Executive Director and then the Executive Director shall delegate, 

inform or direct action from the appropriate staff. 

 

B.       To interpret the needs of the community through constant and current research into the 

attitudes and interests of the citizens of the community. 
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C.       To provide for budgeting financial needs of the district through levying taxes in order 

that monies be available, in budgetary form, for the expanded growth and maintenance 

of areas and facilities, leadership, programs, and services to levy amounts for annual 

appropriations, bonds and interest, insurance, audit, paving and lighting, museum, 

pension and other taxes. 

 

D.    To develop policies in accordance with the law which will satisfy the park and 

recreational needs of the citizens, and to approve the means whereby the policies may 

be efficiently executed. 

 

E.      To continuously evaluate the effectiveness of its policies and personnel, to keep the 

public intelligently informed of the purpose, extent, development, and new 

proceedings, and imparting an understanding of the implications and importance that 

parks and recreation play in self-development of the citizens and the community and to 

the quality of life. 

 

F.       While discharging their duties and responsibilities, the Board shall act as a board and 

not individuals.  The individual has no more authority over park and recreation policies 

or park district personnel than any other citizen.  An individual commissioner had no 

legal right to speak for the Board, unless specifically authorized to do so by action of 

the board. 

 

G.        Commissioners should avoid making commitments or promises in advance of a 

meeting with regards to their vote on any proposition, which is to be considered.  Also, 

it is considered improper, ill-advised, and unethical to make individual 

pronouncements and public conjectures by commissioners about Board issues outside 

the official Board meetings. 

 

H.       Commissioners should keep in mind that their decisions involve the welfare and 

interests of the entire community and that their decisions should be based on sound 

evidence and not on opinions, speculations, and other similar factors.  Decisions should 

not be influence by political pressure from other forms of government or political 

groups. 

 

I.         Commissioners should be impartial and shall not ally themselves with special interest 

groups or individuals whose motives are not in the best interest of the park district. 

 

J.         Commissioners shall set the Executive Directors salary and negotiate his/her contract. 

All employees’ salary and wage decisions are the sole discretion of the Executive 

Director based upon the guidelines approved by the board. Any exceptions to the salary 

guidelines have to be approved by the board. 
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EXPECTATIONS OF A BOARD MEMBER 

 

A. Remain well informed about the work of the agency, its mission and goals. 

 

B. Understand the role of the agency, its aims, its service and its environment. 

 

C. Be thoughtful and objective in all deliberations. 

 

C. Make decisions in the context of the agency as a whole. 

 

D. Represent the good of the field versus any special interest, geographic or personal 

constituency. 

 

E. Attend and participate in the majority of board meeting, committee meetings and 

subcommittees (if applicable).  

 

F. Complete tasks and project assignments in a timely fashion. 

 

G. Demonstrate support for programs and activities of the agency by attending them 

regularly. 

 

H. Accept at least one board committee liaison assignment and participate by attending 

the committee meetings. 

 

I. Promote the value and work of the agency; broaden interest in it by using opportunities 

to explain the agency’s policies and services to relevant audiences.  

 

J. Self-evaluate your performance as a board member each year. 

 

K. Understand your role is to set policy. Recognize the role of the chief executive and staff 

and not involve yourself directly with the implementation level. 
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Board members will not do the following: 

 

A. Authorize the use of, or use for the benefit or advantage of any person, the name, 

emblem, endorsement, services or property of the agency except in conformance with 

agency policy. 

 

B. Accept, or seek on behalf of yourself, any financial advantage or gain. 

 

C. Publicly utilize any agency affiliation in connection with the promotion of partisan 

politics, religious matters or position on any issue not in conformity with the position 

of the agency. 

 

D. Disclose any confidential agency information that is available solely as a result of your 

affiliation with the agency to any person not authorized to receive such information or 

use to the disadvantage of the agency any confidential information without the 

expressed authorization of the board. 

 

E. Knowingly take any action or make any statement intended to influence the conduct of 

the agency in such a way as to confer any financial benefit on yourself or any 

corporation or entity in which you have a significant interest or affiliation. 

 

F. Operate in any manner that is contrary to the best interest of the agency.     
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2-3 OTHER INFORMATIONAL WEBSITES   

 
• Lemont Park District – www.lemontparkdistrict.org 

• Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD) – www.ilparks.org 

• Illinois Parks and Recreation Association (IPRA) – www.ilipra.org 

• South Suburban Parks and Recreation Professional Association (SSPRPA) - 

www.ssprpa.org 

• Park District Risk Management Association (PDRMA) – www.pdrma.org 

http://www.lemontparkdistrict.org/
http://www.ilparks.org/
http://www.ilipra.org/
http://www.ssprpa.org/
http://www.pdrma.org/

